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Commonwealth Offices,

Australia House,
Strand, LOWDON W.C.2

3« 2/2/18.8.

MESMOL HDUM Y01 - 4th August, 1921.
Yhe Secretaxry,
Frime Minister's Depsrtment,
dlelbourne .

(For trsnsmigslon to the Department of Defence)

BAYONZT PREFUH Cledst oxY , GUEUDBCUURD .

I encloge horewith for your information and
notation copy of corregpondence which has passed betwsen
this office end the Imperisnl War Graves Commission with
regard 10 the loss of ldentities of certein A.I1.F.
rersonnel during the process of concentrating the sbhove
cemetery into Grevillers British Ceometery.

This correspondence is self explanstory snd
reguires no furidher elaboration.

It will be zpprec ated if steps can be taken

to amend records where necessary und forward sulteble
explanations to the next of kin concerned.

Origz. sent to Defence 15/%/21.
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DUISARS,
12-10-20.

Inspector,

Australian Graves Serviees,
AKX IENS.

BAYONET TREHCH CEEETFRY, CUEUDECOURT.

- Attached plemse find Comprehensive Report for Bayonet Trench
Cemetery, Guendecourt, 570.N.20.6.%9.6., which has bheen concentrated
into GREVILLERE BRITISH CFMATERY.

I have endeavoured to trace the decessed A,I.7. personnel
in the above-mentioned Cemetery in Grevillers British Cemetery,
but ean only aegount for the following :-

B7a AOLLIBGHYORTH R.Ge. let Battn., A.I.V.

3381 TUCAS Ao Do
£29% MeXRNE IE Gehe Po
3251 BURNS CeFo., Do
5226 SQOTT el Do
5766 POLLARD (bl To
N STRRL 2/Lidut. Do
hotacy TANSER 2/Lieunt. Do.

There are thirteem (13) unknown Australisan soldiers shown
on "A" Forms for Grevillers British Cemetery with whom the
remaining deceased members of the A.I.¥ ., could be identieal, but
the person who sent the reports shows a di fferent map reference
in nearly every c&se vhich makes it extremely aiffiecult to trsece
exagtly what graves the bodies from Bayonet Trench Cemetery were
put into.

it appears as if the ssme thing has happendd to this
Cemetery a&s Noreuil British Cemetéry Fo. 1; purely end simply
carelessness on the part of the person in charge ofthe Twhumation
Party who exhumed the Cemetery.

The sttisched Comprschensive Report was compiled three weeks
after the Armistice, 29.11.18, and if the crosses were demaped
when the sxhumation took place it would have saved s lot of
trouble if they had uwsed the Comprehensive Repsrt which shows
each man'’s partienlars snd the number of him grave.

For your information, please.
(sgd) A.H. WITLSON

Aunetrelian Graves Serviees.
DUTasme,

P

%

I have mode enqui¥ies and have found out that the above
Cemetery was exhumed by the 182 Tabour Compasny between October
~ and Desember 1919 under some technicel arrangements bhetween
- DedoDe "A" Braneh, Ho. 1 Aver, and Deh.D. "est”, Ho. 8 Ares

(sgd) AeHa WILSOW
Australisn Graves Servicese

14-10-20. _
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GREVILLERS BRITISH CEMETERY.

(A11 Personnel of the 1st Battalion. A.I.F. )

87a Pte BOLLINGSWORTH  R.E. K. in A. 5.11.16.
1 4 1

3381 1/Gpl.TLUCAS A |
B293 Pte McKENZIE GeRe W &
5251 ®  BURNS G.H. n .
5226 "  BOOTT  TeEe & "
5756 "  POLIARD U Bl e " m
2/Lt. STREEL A V. " “
L2 4
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H.5/9/1.
AUSTRATIAR GRAVES SHRVIOES

{Prance &nd Belglum)
Insvpector's Oifice,

e, 5/6/2 tmiensg,
Somre, France.

2t Oetober, 1920.
B.Ce, y
Australian Graves Serviees {France & Belgium)
TILL RS BRETONNEUX.
{For tranemission to C.0¢, AeGa®s LONDON].

. BAYONET TRENCH CEMRINRY, GURUDECOURT.

' Herewith plesse find copy of reports furnished by 4/Sgt.
heHe WILAON, stationed at Duisans, relative to the sbove-meniioned
femetery. '

It ie sugpgested that the metter be taken up with the
Imperial Autherities ss in the previons case reported.

{sgd) CeJe COLE ILieut.

Inspector.
Aue tralisn Graves Dervices.

Commanding 2ffiser,
Australian Graves Serviges,
Anstralis House,
Styrand, LOFCON. W.C.

Porwarded
(egd) ¥.7. MEIRLE Captsain.
Dale, Australian Craves Services,

Villers Bretonneux. (Pranee and Belgium)
22.,10.1920,



COrY.

2/2/18.B. _
drd Novemher, 1l920.

Th-"‘ D.GtGoRq & -Eq,
War Offies,
33-38, Baker Street,
Tondon. .1l.

Bagonet rench Cemetery.
Guendecourt.

- — A T A B B . S s s e ek St St Wt o o

With reference to my memorendum 2/2/18 of «the 12th ultimo
relative to illoreuil British Cemetery Hos. 1 snd 2 you are sdvised
thet a further report hus been received from my representative
in France to the effeet that the above cemetery has Y en concen-
trated into Grevillers British Cemetery.

The attaehed HSchedule marked "A™ is an extract from the
comprehensive report of Bayonet Trench Cemetery - youw will note
that there were 21 Australisn officers and soldiers buried therein
and that each grave was numbered and registered. I regret to
gtote that my representative now advises that he has systematically
geerched Grevillers British Cemetery in the endeavour to trece
these 21 soldlers grave therein but e¢an only traece the 8 enumersted
in the attached Schedule "B" which means that the identify of 13
Boldiers graves was lost in 1ifting the cemetery. Parther that
there are 13 unknown Australiaus buried in Grevillers Cemetery (who
are no doubt the 13 soldiers whose graves could not be trecged)
but from the evidence available it ie impossihle to identify sny
one of the 13, Ag the comprehensive report for Bayonet Trench
Cemetery was compiled three weeks afler the Armistice, viz. 29.11.18
it may appesr, 1Y the facts are as reported, that rasonnhle asare
was not takem in this case and the person in oharpe of the lifting
of this cemetery did not exercise eufficient care in the work
entrusted to him.

In the circumstances it would be much appreciated if an
enguiry could be made in order that the next of kin of these 153
deceased soldiers may be advised of their exmet place of burisl.

With regard to future concentrations it would be also
appreciated if you coulé arrange to instruet your representative
in Frenee and Belgium to advise my representative in Prance (0.C.
Anatralian Craves Services, Villers Bretonneux, Frange.) when
811 future concentrations where A.I.F. graves are involved will

. t%ske place, in order that an iustralian representative may be
+~:dptailed to attend for the purpose of assisting the work necessary
from 8 point of view of records, when tramsferring from ons cer-

_etery to anokher.

The favour of your early attention-will oblige.
(sgd)CGeL. PHILLIPS

Ma jor.
Ce0O. AUSTRALIAB GRAVES SERYVIOES,




COLY.

2/2/18B ‘ 9%h lovembar, 1920,

QQO‘
Anstralisn Greves a¢wqwamm.
Tillers PBretonnewx, France.
{Southern Sector).

Rayonet Trench Cemetery, Gueudecourt.

%1th reference to your H. m\m\bw of the 22nd ultimo
WQH.@MFH.&M.NMN Io@\@ 2z of the .;D‘M...T idem, 1 nave to thunk ron for
bringing this matter io my notice and &s suggested by you
have taken it upn with the Imverisl Aunthorities and oz ﬁaemwvﬁ
of their renly will sgain communicste with you.

(sgd) HeP. Colerman Lieut.

for lajor.
GeOulAnstralisn Craves fervieces.



TReference :- G.1.2-3/331.

0fficer Commanding,
Anstralisn Graves Services,
Commonwealth 0ffices,
Australis House,
Strand, Y.C. 2.

RAYOWREY TRENCH CRMETERY, CUEUDECOURT.
B7¢e Ho 20e Co Yo B

Refdrence vour 2/2/18, dated 3rd November, 1920.

This matter has been carefully investigated with all
available records.

On the original report of the above-mentioned eemetery
there sppeared the names of twentiy one Aunstralian and one
unknown British Soldier, the report being dated 29th November;1918

On consulting exhumaiion reports, eight of the same names
appear 88 being re-buried in GREVILLERS BRITISH CEMETERY. The
report also shews seventeen unknown A.I.F. 28 being in the latter

cematery.

in exeminstion of the Captain Thomas Registers for the
Boyonet Trench ares hes been mede, gnd it is found that all the
names shevn on the Gueudecourt Feport appear on these registere
mder the heading of "iemorisl Cros=", which would go to shew
that the erosses in question conld never have been anything
hetter than in the neture of memorials especitlly having regard
to thes fact that Csptain Thomas, when registering this area,
wonld almost certainly investigate below the crosses before
reporting them as memorails.

We hold a burial return of the First Australisn Divisional
Rurinl Officer shewling these names ss being interred at 57ce e
25.0.8.2., and marked by Pivisional Iise, nineteen heing shewn
under Disc 32%, one officer nnder Disc “Z26 and the others under
Tiise 327.

It is felt that if Bayonel Trench Cemetery was in the
condition chewn by our report dated 29th November 1920, then
it iz diffieult to surmise how thirteen of the crosses could
have been destroyed between ihat date and the date of exhumation.
It is considered most likely, however, that the report was
compiled in the office of the DeA.De. some tims esrlier than
this date and dld not sccurately represént the position on the
ground.

In this eonnection it is observed that the names appear on
the report in the exact order in which they are given on the
burial retvyrn. MYoreover, no reference is made on the report
“%o Australisn Divisionsl Disc numbers.

- 1f no infomation becomes available, it is suggested
thet & special oross yeading "Buried in this cemetery, individual
rraves unknown", should be erected over the nemes in guvestion
in Grevillers british Cemetery, as there seems to be little doubt
that the bodies were found on exhumation, were not identified
and re-buried as "Unknown”.

Prior to definitely deciding in the matter, however, - we
‘are forwerding full perticulsrs of the care to DeG.R. & E.

e P
S R e T PR
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mwﬁﬁanm for looal investigstion which may pessibly throw some
{ farther 1light, and you will be advised as 800D &858 the report
is to hande.

#ith regard to your fourth parsgraph, your
sug-rstion is agreed to and instructions sre beinmgforwarded to
TeeRs % “o Franse, accordingly.

{egd ) C. MISKIN.

captain.
Staff Captisn.
for Brig.-Ceneral.

~% - T3 3 -
‘w.ﬂtﬁ.ﬂ tellm mﬁ Ye

er Office,
A3%.58, Bokeor Stireet,
Zoritman Sguare,
w..... G“—-‘

18tk Hovamber 192C.



2/2/18 B. 6th December, 192D.

The DelGaGeRe & HEs
WAR OFFICE, ™
23-38, Baker Streat,Vi.l.

Bayonet Trench Cemetary, Gueudecourt.

Please refer to your ¢.1-2«3/131 of 18th November,
relative to the transfer of the remains of late members of the
Auvstralian Imperial Force from the above nemed cemetery to
Grevillers British Cemstery. It is noted that the statements
made In paragraphs 5 and 9 nre a 1little conflicting as in one
mention is made of "Hemorisl Crosses” ypet later vou state thet
there is 1ittle dovbt that the bodies were found on svhumstion.

You will apprecinte thet the circumstances in this csase
are very distrescsing to the relstives &s loecation sheets
received Trom you have thewn the personnel to be buried in
Beyonet Treneh Cemetery snd through the process of "lifting"
many identifications have been lost,

It 1s imperstive thet every effort be made to positively
identify the graves of the thirtesn "Unknown™ A.I.¥. in
Grevillers British Cemetery who were previously identified
and interred in recorded graver in Beyonet Trench Cemetery.

The report of your representetives in France on the
metter is anxiously awaited ss it is devired as early se
posgible to advise the Departmant of Defence in order that
they may be made fully eognisant of the facts.

I heve 1o thank you for iseuing instructions to the

DuCGoRe & H., France to ennble our representatives to be.
present at all fature concentrations.

(sgd) G.L. Phillips.

Eajor.
Celle Augtralion Grevers ‘ervices.



COrY.

2/2/18/8
18th March, 1921

Director of Records,
Tmperial Wer Craves Commission,
82, Baker Ftreet, ¥W.l.

Bayonet Yrench Cemetery, Guneudecourt.

A S Wk WD S LIk G T G W A b

¥ith reference to your rmemorsndum (.1-2-3/131
of the 10th November last, it wounld be mueh azroreeisted
if you eovld now furnish = reply to my memorandwm 2/2/18
of the 6th idem, se you will realise that this metter is
extremely urgent. .

(sgd) G&.TL. PHILMI?Q
15T
Dells Austra1ign *rqvvq Services.



3/£1900.

The O0ffiser Commanding, 6th April 1921.
Ans tralisan Graves Services, -
Auetralia House,
Strand, W.C. Cw

BAYONET TRENGH CEVETERY.

Reference vony L.0.5. 2/2/18/B of 18th March, 19Zl.

received on “let Iarsh, 1921,

An vrpent reminder on the above matter hags been
forwarded to Franees and & Ffurther communigcation will be
sent youn &t the earliest posgible momant.

(apd} €. Miekin.

for Diregtor of Records.

LeWeGelo
g2, Baker Street,
LONDOR, Wels



COPY,
Reference:- G.R. & I. 44. ’ 3/219004.

' ~19%h ¥ay, 1921,
The Offiecer Commanding,
Australian Graves Services,
Australls House,
Strand n WaleBs

BAYONET TRENCH CFMETERY, GUEUDECOURT,
5'7(3&’\7. 20e0 «Teboe

A W WD vy A ST WY W WS i W AR i e W WY Wk v W by wo

In continuation of this office G.1-2-3/131 dated 18.11.20
and yonr 2/2/18 dated 6.12.20. snd 2/2/18/B dated 18.3.21.
This matter has again been very carefully exemined, &nd a reply
from the Deputy Controller, France has also been receivad.

It is greatly regretted thst little can be added to the
first letter referred to. The exhumation reporis reveal 8
identifications out of 21 originally reported buried in the
Cemetery. A thorough ground search has been made at the mayp
reference for Bayonet Trench, but no trace of any graves can
be found, the ground being under cultivation.

The ves of 20 Unknown Austrslians in Grevillers British
Cemotery {(the Cemetery of coneentration) hawe been opened with
negative results. Whether the originally reported crosses
were of a memorisl nsture, or otherwise, esnnot now be definitel;
decided, but it appesrs to be certain that the soldiers in
quegtion were buried in this aresa and are now in this cemetery.

In view of the fact that the identified graves are
loeated in Crevillers British Cemetery, snd heving regsrd to
the number of likely Unknowns in that Cemetery it seems & c¢clear
caege for a Specisl COross inseribed with the regimental parti-
culars of those whose nemes do not st present appear on the
reports, and prefaced by the words "Belleved to be buried in
this Cemetery", and instruetions are being forwarded to Prance
toearry this into effeat. It is assumed that further partiou-
lars are not available in your office regarding these burisls,
although of course, if you have any information recorded which
is likely to be of use to mus it would be appreciated if this
conld be forwarded here as soon as possible.

(sgd) C. Miskin.

for DIRECTN™ OF RRCORDS.
AI.WOG’.C} '
82, Baker Strect,
London W.l.



COFPY.

A.G.5.2/2/18B
13th June, 1921.

Director of Regords, .
Imperial Wer Graves Commission,
82, Baker Street, W.l.

BAYONET TRENCH CEMETERY, GUEUDECOURT.

W T e QY QWP S ST W Ve REe o SN VNS Sd) wow GTR RIS WSS S5 WA

I have to agknowledge receipt of your memorandum
GeRe & FE. 44 3/219004 of the 19th ultimorand regret to
note that your investigations have failed to disclose
the exact place of burial of the 13 A.I.F. soldiers who
were originally buried in Bayonet Trench Cemetery,
Gueudecourt, prior to that cemetery bheing concentrated
into Grevillers British Cemetery. |

. With regard to the lamt paragraph of your memorandum
I.am to state that you are already in possession of =11

the information held in this office concerning this case,
end it would appear therefore that the only aotion possible
is to accept the "Special Cross™ action suggested by you.

At the same time, after taking 81l the facts into
consideration I think you will agree that there is scarcely
any doubt that these 13 soldiers were buried in Grevillers
British Cemetery as unknowns and it is therefore considered
that the inscription on the Special Cross "Buried in this
Cemetery" should be substituted for "Believed to be buried
in this Cemetery."

Will you please let me have your decision on this mestter
and also advise when the Special Cross has been erscted in
order that the Department of Defence, Melbourne may be fully
advised of all the circumsisnces surrounding this case.

OFFICIAT SECRETARY.



COPY.

Reference G.R. % EB. 44,
3/21900.

The O0fficisl Secretary, | ~ 1st July, 1921
Anstralisn Graves Services, ,
London, W.C.1l.

BAYONET TREHNCH CEMETERY,
GUEUDECOURT.

Reference vour A.3.7, 2/2/18B dated 13th June
1921.

In seccordance with your wishes it has been
decided to substitute the words "Believed to be
buried™ on the Speeial Cross to the 13/A.I.F.
-soldiers with the words "Buried in this Cemetery”.

You will be a8vised of the smendment of the
eroes in due course,

(apd) F. DAVIDSON.

for Director of Records.

IWaBals,
82, Baker Street,
London, W, 1.



